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__FaaelForum

Realities of Cultural Work in the @Action for Hope
Arab Region - Discussions and Visions d_o_lj_l Joall

Thursday 1 September to
Saturday 3 September 2022
Al Madina Theater - Beirut, Lebanon

Fa’ael Forum: Realities of Cultural Work in the Arab Region

Discussions and Visions
Thursday 1 September to Saturday 3 September 2022

Al Madina Theater - Beirut, Lebanon

Simultaneous translation to and from Arabic and English will be provided

We all witnessed that rare moment during the spring and summer of 2020, when the importance of art in life
dawned on the entire world. At a time when humanity was facing a direct threat to its existence, people
resorted to art as the one aspect of human activity that can express both the specificity of human beings, as well
as their ability to communicate collectively. This was a pivotal moment in understanding the role of art and in
appreciating it, but alas, this realization did not lead to true change in policies that could support and promote
art, culture, and their practitioners.

In addition to the disappointment of arts and culture practitioners everywhere, Arab artists and cultural
practitioners face challenges resulting from their current political and social realities. Although some of these
challenges are long standing, the recent political, environmental, and economic changes have heightened their
severity and impact.

The Fa’ael Forum 2022 aims to present a realistic image of the economic, political, and social challenges facing
art and cultural practitioners in the Arab region, specifically those who are on the margins of the central and
elitist art circles, and it will also attempt to probe into some of the strategies used to address these challenges.
This forum will bring together over 20 former participants in the Fa’ael programme from several Arab countries,
who also proposed the discussion topics in the program. We also added to the program brief focus sessions to
shed light on the reality of cultural work in Yemen, Libya and Sudan, since very little information is available to
art and culture practitioners beyond these countries’ borders.

We hope that the Forum will provide an opportunity, both for participants and for the general public, to get
acquainted with the work of art and culture activists and directors outside of elitist circles. This is the second
edition of the Forum, following last years’ first edition which took place online and was streamed on social
media platforms.

The objectives of the Forum are:

Sharing experiences and stimulating discussions among cultural practitioners in the Arab region on the
challenges facing artistic and cultural interventions in social change processes.

Drawing the attention of those working in the fields of human rights, democratic change, and economic
development to the possibly significant role art can play in these fields.

Shedding light on a new generation of cultural practitioners outside of elitist spheres in the Arab region.
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Realities of Cultural Work in the @Action for Hope
Arab Region - Discussions and Visions Jodll |

Thursday 1 September to
Saturday 3 September 2022
Al Madina Theater - Beirut, Lebanon

Program

Thursday 1 September 2022

16:30-17:00 Introducing the Forum - Basma El Husseiny
Screening of a short film about the Fa’ael program

17:00 - 19:00 Cultural Action Between Funding Challenges and Sustainability Strategies: Arab
cultural practitioners continuously face difficult challenges in finding sustainable
funding sources for their work and they are always looking for ways to overcome
these challenges, or adapt to them, so that they can continue to provide cultural
services for their societies.

Speakers:

Hossam Al Thanni - Libya

Helena Nassif - Lebanon

Alia Al Rossan - Palestine

Jad Hakawati - Lebanon

Salman Turki - Iraq

Moderated by: Anas Younes - Syria

20:00 La bokra: Concert by: Action for Hope Music School Graduates
Friday 2 September 2022
10:00 - 12:00 Art in the Face of War: What can an artist or a cultural practitioner do during

wars, when all attention is on using armed violence or escaping it? Does cultural
action have value in such situations?

Speakers:

Reem Al Khatib - Syria

Mohamed Adam Abou - Sudan

Faraj Al Sileeni - Libya

Omar Al Rashidi - Iraq

Moderated by: Rafik Al Akkouri - Yemen

12:30 - 14:00 Protection of Artists and Cultural Practitioners Caught Between Political
Oppression and Religious Extremism: Arab artists and cultural workers are often
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Thursday 1 September to
Saturday 3 September 2022
Al Madina Theater - Beirut, Lebanon

subjected to threats that come from two main sources: oppressive regimes and
extremist religious groups within societies. What are the legal and social
protection tools that are available to them in the face of such threats? What
resistance is possible?

Speakers:

Hammam Fadlallah - Libya

Feriyal Al Abssi - Yemen

Sameh El Halawani - Egypt

Noon Kashkoush - Sudan
Moderated by: Ayat Abbass - Iraq

16:30-17:30 Focus on the Reality of Cultural Work in Yemen:
Feriyal Al Abssi
Rafik Al Akkouri

17:45 - 18:45 Focus on the Reality of Cultural Work in Libya:
Hammam Fadlallah
Faraj Al Sileeni
Hosam AlThani

Saturday 3 September 2022

10:00 - 12:00 Working with Marginalized Communities: Challenges and New Ways of
Participation: Most populations in the Arab region live under very difficult
economic and political conditions, either because of war and displacement, or
because of economic exploitation and lack of social justice. How can artists and
cultural practitioners play an important role in such situations? What are the
strategies that would enable such a role, and how can marginalized communities
be motivated to participate in artistic and cultural action?

Speakers:

Kholoud Issa - Egypt

Jihan Al Samman - Syria

Qassem Istanbouli - Lebanon

Mokhless Boudchar - Morocco
Moderated by: Shama Al Rasheed - Sudan

12:30 - 14:00 In the Absence of Official Cultural Policies, What are the Alternatives?
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After a decade of relative interest in developing national cultural policies in
many Arab countries, this effort was halted either because of the dominance of
wars in the public sphere, and the subsequent displacement and collapse of
state structures, or because of the dominance of oppressive bureaucratic
policies that did not allow the implementation of cultural policies. How does the
absence of cultural policies affect the ability of artists and cultural practitioners?
Are there alternatives to these policies that can be used, even on the short term
or in a limited geographic scope, to organize and promote cultural work?

Speakers:

Tahra Tareq - Egypt

Humam Saadi Hussein - Iraq

Rinda Hemo - Syria

Rashid Bakheet - Sudan

Moderated by: Habib Trabelsi - Tunisia

16:30-17:30 Focus on the Reality of Cultural Work in Sudan:
Shama Al Rasheed
Mohamed Adam Abou

17:45 - 18:00 Closing Remarks

20:00 Still Surviving, a theater performance that is part of the Beirut Crosswords
project






